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Hovse BriLping.

esderable skill, and is the business of
aily fow fumdlies @ in other words, it is a
wule, Almost any  body, indeed, ean
constrnet - stall cottage, such as  the
worer sort live in; but the Lirge houses
o the ehiefs, built for bustiness and  for
feentertainment of traveling parties, &c.
o the resnlt of much skill, labor and ex-
s, The Torme of the proper Samoan
bnsos 18 shalitly oval ; those of an ob-
e shape are buitt after the Tonga fasi-
The wood of nearly all their best
fruit. A few posts are
rosedd i the centre, which bear a consid-
erible <hare 1n supporting the  roof, and
from twenty to thirty feet lach, but
dessdonot extend under the ercular
euds, only as far as the parallel sides, A
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tie place of ladders, nearly as hizh as the
honse s to be, and so shaped as to form,
m fer, a rouch outline of the habitation.
[t serves for rasing the different parts of
the roof, and for the workmen to stand
orsitupon in order to fasten  them to-
ciher, The roof consists of a ridee-
e placed on the large upright posts, a
vill-plate which is to rest on minor posts
pheed all round, about a foot within  the
tssidrop, Then  there are sometimes
Yo, sometimes four sets of cross beams
at different heiehts, tyin:: the two oppo-
sieronls together, and servine also as ad-
(ional supports by being fixed to the

.

between  these s
Then come what  serve

sithat the distance
ot a foot,

Crossine the ere iss-pieces, before deseribed,
:"."“]""!f' the wood work of the roof.
e whole s tied  together with einett,
sl with that also the thateh of sucar

Previously arcanged on short lencths of
ties by the women,  During  the pro-
sts ol the work, the wall-plates — or
fther that which stands in their stead.
15 ['fn|a|u-|l with "‘“'I’”“”',\' Props : [t
“ien fimished stroner posts are placed un-
et distanees of three or four feet, and
Cotied with cinett, Bat the  greatest
\,""” i shown constructing the roofs at
Beeenlar ends, A stranger wonders
liigy ”-li‘.\' contrived  to turn the strong
broad fruit beams into so exact a ereseent
. The el 15, they Ill'l'l‘ﬂllllulsmi of
Miem] short ||i:'|‘|‘3-.’1 ”l;‘h of which bends
Ol ~|I:f|l|‘\’. but are so nvut]}r put tovetl-
;Illl;l\ Iu'i_,:t\t- lh:-. appearance ‘-,l- T
P }l"y olten have to plece also the
.r‘;llll.];,‘.r“l“l,f'.f“'-hi' and llu_e_\‘,- dove-tail them
LT II...ll “““m”y' I'loors Uu'_v have
'-'f*nu...l .‘“l{u.l the mats they spr_v:ul on the
"Irr-.q“.'l l.l .‘1' 10 llln.tll':-i, H”lllt‘llll'llfﬂ l[l(‘}'
o withy _"'“I‘ sleeping houses with cane
iy § .|‘.llv 1, :mr! X then a comrse mat
Oltegy " door. The large houses have
0 potection at  the ,_hlt,\; others
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have mats so placed all round as to let

The Navigator’s or Samoa Es- down or draw up at pleasure.

Caxoe Drinpina,
This also 15 a ditinet trade, and one
i which no little skill is displaved @ even
more than in house building,  "Fheir tish-

The ercetion of their houses exhibits ing canoes, indeed, are only a single tree,

cscooped out, to which an ont-rigoer is nt-

satfolding 1s then ereeted  which serves |

1
|
| The out-rizger is not of diflicult
e plice of the laths, only placed in the | struction, but its weight and extent should
contrary direction, namely, round slabs be so constructed as to balance the eanoe
tout two inches in circumference, which | without  materially  hindering its speed,

Qe s seized on very neatly, having been |

tached suthcient to balance them.  OfF
the lavee double  canoes, suelr as are in
use at the Fiji and Tonea Islands, they
have but few.  The canoes treated of in
this section are single ones, of forty to six-
ty feet long, but narrow, fitted to carry
from eieht or ten 1o sixteen ;'-:‘rsnn--'.
They consist of several planks of wood,
so neatly Gtted and sewed tocether, with
cinett and cemented, as to be water proof.
i'be men who work then
one paddling on each side : and they arve

seldom made lareer than ean be worked

it two abreast,

by thirteen men, the odd one being the |

helmsiman, who only ditfers from the rest
in having the alter seat to himsclf, and o
larcer paddle,

None of the worls appears on the ont-
stde : that 15 so neat and, smooth that,
until vou look narrowly, you wnagine the
canoe has been earved out of an entire
bloek, The shape s that of an clecant,
very long but very narrow  boat,
vou look inside you sce that at the edoe
ol each ]'I;lilli of wood there is n Il‘t!__"l'
or projection fitted to a correspondent one
in the adjoining  plank, and that these
ledzes are literally sewed tozether,  But
first o species of gum which oozes from
the bark of the bread fruit tree when ent,
is used to render tlle'jnilllﬂ more compacet
and water neht, Itas admirable to see
these men accomplish all this with only o

wnzhit centresposts which they  eross, | few small adze-shaped tools and a gimlet,
Three or four strong beams pass along the | or what by patieut labor accomplishes the
ol at different distances lengthwise, to ! work of a gimlet,
which the eross-beams are fastened, and iron tools they used to effcet all this by
prallel to these are several iesser ones, |adzes made of a hard stone and by bones

Jefore they obtained

ol fish, &e.

CON-

The sail is eicht or ten feet hich, brond
at top, and tapering to a point at hottom
perhaps so made in order not 1o incor-
mode the men paddline. T is made
mats,  When it s in vse, and the wind
a side one, no Little <kill and prosence of

“mind are quired to balanee the canoe,

[ This 18 the work of the women.

This is done by projecting o picee of
wood, strong enongh to sustain o man's
waersht, on the side of the canoe Oppostte
to the out-niccer,  This 1s called the sw-
ti. Itis watched by one man and the
out-rigeer by another, and thewr weight s
thrown upon cither, as the foree of the
wind and action of the sca I'l'illlil'l_:‘

Masvracrure or Mars, Crorn, &e.
1
I'hey
make various sorts of mats 1 some, of the
strong leaf of the pandanus, in nearly its
['Ii“ IDI't‘ili“h fllr sprr:li“ll;{ 0 Hm‘lr-i: SOpe
of the same leaf, .u‘plir mto smaller shreds
for sleeping upon,  "These are generally
six or seven feet lone and three or four
A 0N v

wide.  They wear a long time. A mucel)
finer mat, the weaving of which will oc-
cupy a woman twelve or eighteen months,
is woven with the samne leafl, shit into very
narrow picees, which are made tough and
durable by being baked in an oven and

_
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then conked m the sea.  This mat s
fine us to be almost as plisble us cotton,
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stons 1 they look very elegant, especially
when frinced with red foathers. They
are the gold of Samoa.  There is also a
durable mat, about the size of a sheep
skin, and mueh of the same  appearance,
one side being shacey, It is woven with
the bark of the au,

"The stalk of the arroww root 15 also a
useful material and is plaited for hats, &e,
Of some of the above materials they also
weave very neat and useful baskets,

The bark of the Chinese paper mulber-
ry is in these tslands, s elsewhere, beat
ont into a conrse cloth, which is in exten-
sive nse for elothine, bod
i

¥ ey Vo
[-ilfi'IT:.-. .lll:! avoe somnoe

coverme, oo,

flr'_\' |;1i!||. Or ;fiifH sonne of 1t neat
l'." ros ol bhlaek or

all brown, Dot it docs not wear long,
cspecially if often wet,

These are made from the bark of the
Libiseus, Thetr construetion s much the
[ : o .
same as that of a common Lishime net
Foncland, with stones instead of leads, and
bits of Loht wood 1stead of cork.  Net
making is also a distinet trade,

i
' vrooine.
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Tins is also a distinet trade, and a very
lnerative one : for the family of the vouth
who undercoes the U:H'l':l““..l are 1-{11- -
ed to subseribe the best samples of their
fine mats, stapo and other property to the
It is unnecessary to deseribe
the Proeess, as it docs not lu;tivli:l“_\' dif-
[er from that practised in other groups,
foas called here “ta=-tatan.”  The males
only are tatoocd, and the only part of the
body thus ornamented is (rom  the waist
to the knee, It is done very !:l.‘-".l'rll”:\'.
and one would imagine it to have been
adopted  n - imitation

|re essor,

does, in faect, somewhat abate the appear- |

ance of nakedness; and thus gives an air
ol deceney, The people are extremely
fond of it indeed it is the ecremony of
innucuration into the class

ol manhood,
Yet many youns men amons the Chris-
Lt p-::‘!irlil Lave the courngze 1o wrow 1y
without i, us IE|I“‘. understood  {rom the
Tahitian tcachers it was forbidden,

L 1
, DIEDICINE AND ™

|
| The on is kind of
priest and doctor,  He depends as muoeh
or more on s imeantations
deal skl Searecly any  thing is known
by the Samoans of surzery, but a fow
adventurers  from Tonea and the [ijis,
have found  groat practice, The  latter
are o great repute. What is known  at
Tonga is learnt from them,  Mariner's
S Tongn Islands” may be eonsulted on
this subject,  The Namoans,  however,
were not entively destitute of skiil and
resonrees,  Many trees, &e., were in use
by them,
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SHNe poers

| |
' or burns, the ashes of the burnt bam-

hoo cane are said to he effieacious,

{ For the disease called the supa, which
has the appearance of a kind of leprosy .
‘the fruit of the tree called the auanri, was
faken, It is said to produce a Lind of syl
wation,

For a entaneous discase of elildyen.
called the ila mea, a juice is expressed
from the fibres of the cocoa nut husk.

The fruit of the nosra s applied to

[swellings called the fua-fua.

their dresses on si-t'!'i:ll Oeen-|

of brecches, It

than s med- |

Y

"or wounds reeceived in war the burnt
bark of the chestnut is used.

As o laxative the oily juice expressed
Hrom the pulp of the ripe cocoan nut.
Dose, halt o pint or more. To check
Neanness of the bowels the taro is said to
‘be very efficacious.  But query, whether
this wounld be the effeet on those who cat
it daily?

The following is a sample of their
quackery: Il a man knew that an ab-
sent relative or fitend was sick, he would
take up some ashes into his hand, and
doaking towards the place where the sick
man was residing, wonld drop the ashes
into his other hand., "T'his 1s a sort of
cure all.  Tts alledoed efleet is eertainly
more wonderful than the mysteries of ani-
mal mametism, They have, however,
many l‘EH.'u'!w-'. In.\‘ trade, \\']:u do not I‘t'lv
on o but on their interest with
(the aitus or spirits, and the prayers and
Lolierines made to them,

One of the most useful serviees which
scienee has to render to Polynesia is, for
soma medical botanist to point out the
medieal  properties  of the plants and
herbs, in erder that they may be applied
to the cure of the people's diseases,

by
Heaesne,

'rsuinag asp Biep carenine,

The greater part of the people live on
the sea coast, and chicfly at these places
where there are recls, beeanse, in addition
to the facilities of landing, it is there that
fi<h most abound, It is within these in-
closures of shallow water, that the varied
and beauntiful beds of coral abound, which
furnish shelter for the smaller fish.  And
it may turn out, after all, that the fish are
the real coral builders,  Why not other
fish, as well as shell-fish, construet their
habitations or places of shelter.  The
principal materials are alike, only the shell
is more compacet and more lubricated.

Fish is an almost daily article of food
to those on the coast, and therefore many
of them are taained up to eatching them.
They use the net, the spear, the hook,
and for lobsters, &e., a kind of trap bask-
ct.  They often hook the shark, of whose
flesh they are fond. as they also are of
his Tiver, although it sometimes half poi-
sons a whole wvillage,  "T'hev  construet
l:tf.»'.: a sort of ;-n:l:x:l. or ilu-i:w;l!‘t', of mats
anel cocon nut branches. leaving one end
lopen, A party then spreads about and
drives the fish in that direetion, and thus
often enclose a laree number at onee.

But this ean be done only in certain
spots, and at low water. At the come
mencement of the wet season, and again
on the sun returning to the equator, im-
mense shoals of very small fish make their
nppearance, and on the wet season coming
i (October) shioals of a small long sea-
wWorm appear,  These are joyous
events with the people; they take these
small ereatures by thougands, and feast
upon thein with avidity,
| "There are, however, some inland settle-
ments, and the pc I'|!!I|’f t:;r'rl‘, l)t.’in'.: far
from the fish, are trained to c¢limb the
‘mountains and to eateh birds,  There
came is abundant, and they have a greats
cr variety than there is in England. The
birds are chiefly taken by mcans of nets,
but many ean now, also, bring them dowa
with the gun,

Ta ho confinned.
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